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We invite you to connect with us through our website www.unionlutheran.org. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, the Father, ☩Son, and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from 

generation to generation.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Reconciling God, 

C: we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your 

presence in our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own 

efforts. We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your 

good creation for our own benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome 

others as you have welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By 

your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, 

lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 

 

P: Beloved of God,… through the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

 
Cover: Dough rising. Photo copyright © iStock/Lynne Mitchell. Used by permission. 



GATHERING SONG “Here I Am to Worship”   
Verse 1 
Light of the world 
You stepped down into darkness 
Opened my eyes let me see 
Beauty that made 
This heart adore You 
Hope of a life spent with You 
 

Chorus 
So here I am to worship 
Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that You're my God 
And You're altogether lovely 
Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 

Verse 2 
King of all days 
Oh so highly exalted 
Glorious in heaven above 
Humbly You came 
To the earth You created 
All for love's sake became poor 
 

Bridge 
And I'll never know how much it cost 
To see my sin upon that cross 
And I'll never know how much it cost 
To see my sin upon that cross 

 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  C: And also with you. 
 

Song of Praise:    “You Are God Alone”   - Foote 

Verse 1 

You are not a god created 

By human hands 

You are not a god dependent 

On any mortal man 

You are not a god in need of 

Anything we can give 

By Your plan 

That's just the way it is 
 

Chorus 

You are God alone from before time 

began 

You were on Your throne You are God 

alone 

And right now in the good times and 

bad 

You are on Your throne You are God 

alone 

 

 

 

 

 

Bridge 

You're unchangeable You're 

unshakable 

You're unstoppable that's what You 

are 

You're unchangeable You're 

unshakable 

You're unstoppable that's what You 

are 
 

Verse 2 

You're the only God whose power 

None can contend 

You're the only God whose name and 

Praise will never end 

You're the only God who's worthy 

Of ev'rything we can give 

You are God 

That's just the way it is 
 

Ending 

And right now in the good times and 

bad 

You are on Your throne You are God 

alone 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

WORD 
SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 55:1-5 
God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God 
also promises to make an everlasting covenant with all peoples, with promises 
that previously had been limited to Israel. As David was a witness to the 
nations, these nations shall now acknowledge the ways in which God has 
glorified Israel. 

L: The Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God 
 

RESPONSE TO THE READING: Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 
 8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 9LORD, you are good to all, 

  and your compassion is over all your works.  

 14The Lord upholds all those who fall 

  and lifts up those who are bowed down. 

 15The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, 

  and you give them their food in due season. 

 16You open wide your hand 

  and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 

 17You are righteous in all your ways 

  and loving in all your works. 

 18You are near to all who call upon you, 

  to all who call upon you faithfully. 

 19You fulfill the desire of those who fear you; 

  you hear their cry and save them. 

 20You watch over all those who love you, 

  but all the wicked you shall destroy. 

 21My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; 

  let all flesh bless God’s holy name forever and ever.  
 

SCRIPTURE READING: Romans 9:1-5 
This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of 
Israel in God’s saving plan. He opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and 
legacy include being God’s children, having God’s covenants, being given God’s 
law, participating in worship of God, and receiving divine promises. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God 



(please stand in body or spirit to welcome the Holy Spirit present in the reading 
of the life and work of Jesus!)  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

 
 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 14:13-21 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 14th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his 
compassion for others will not allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he 
is moved to perform one of his greatest miracles. 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON                                                  The Rev. Richard Jorgensen 

Director for Evangelical Mission, Lower Susquehanna Synod, ELCA 
 

SONG OF THE DAY   “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”  

 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE 
A: Lord, you are good to all: 
C: hear our cry and save us. 
 
SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you.  
 
CARRYING OUR FAITH OUTWARD; News and Ways to Stay Connected 

 

Thanksgiving 
OFFERING (To respond to God’s grace, to be part of God’s work in our 
community, to grow in our relationship with God and our neighbors, please 
donate online at www.unionlutheran.org) 
 
VIDEO MUSICAL OFFERING  “YOUR GRACE IS ENOUGH”   -MAHER 

Pastor Joel and Matthew Wensel 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
P: Let us pray… and glory forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
 from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen 

 

http://www.unionlutheran.org/


SENDING 
BLESSING 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 

come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 

be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, our divine 

parent, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and 

keep you in eternal love. 

Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG       “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
A: Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage;  

hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the 

fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and 

serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 


